ONCE UPON A TIME IN NORTH PARK
A STORE NAMED BECAUSE OF PIGGIES

By Katherine Hon

Does the name “Piggly Wiggly” ring a bell? It may seem funny to some, but in the
southeastern United States, it means a favorite grocery store. Though none remain in
California, “Piggly Wiggly,” the original self-service grocery store, was an integral part of
North Park’s history.

Piggly Wiggly® is a registered trademark of Piggly Wiggly LLC, and today there are
more than 600 independently owned and operated stores in 17 states. Clarence
Saunders founded Piggly Wiggly with his first store in Memphis, Tennessee in 1916. The
typical way of shopping at the time, where customers would give their orders to clerks
who would then gather and package the items, seemed inefficient to him. His novel
solution was to provide baskets to customers as they entered the store, let them stroll
the aisles and pick their own items, and then pay for purchases in cash on the way out of
the store. Predicted to fail, the new store was instantly popular, and by 1922 there were
thousands of Piggly Wiggly stores across the United States. Saunders issued franchises
to hundreds of grocery retailers, who continued to successfully operate the stores even
when he ceased to be involved in the company in the early 1920’s.

The first San Diego Piggly Wiggly opened at 1040 7" Street in October 1922. The
second store came to North Park in December 1922, and was located at 3837 30"
Street in the building near University Avenue that now houses George’s Camera. The
December 8, 1922 San Diego Union article announcing the store opening noted that this
location “was chosen because of repeated solicitations from that neighborhood that we
establish a PIGGLY WIGGLY store in that part of San Diego.” Starting in the late 1930’s,
the building at 3015 North Park Way, now the Bargain Center, was a Piggly Wiggly.

An April 4, 1925 news article about the fifth store opening at 5™ and A Street praised the
North Park resident who was behind the San Diego operations, Dudley D. Williams. The
article stated:

“The story of PIGGLY WIGGLY in San Diego is the story of one man’s
faith in the future of the city, a faith so strong that he invested every dollar
he owned in the PIGGLY WIGGLY business here. D. D. Williams, general
manager of PIGGLY WIGGLY stores in San Diego, was attracted to the
city in 1922, through favorable reports of the city and the recommendation
of the Chamber of Commerce. He came, he saw, he stayed AND
INVESTED... While PIGGLY WIGGLY comprises a chain of almost 2000
stores throughout the country, the stores here are San Diego concerns in
every sense of the word. Mr. Willams has made San Diego his
permanent home, his employees are San Diego men and home-owners,
and San Diego-made products are for sale on the shelves of the stores. ‘It
is PIGGLY WIGGLY’S policy to keep San Diego money in San Diego,’
says Mr. Williams. Growth of the stores in San Diego is attributed to the
unique merchandising system of PIGGLY WIGGLY. Food articles are
arranged in attractive manner so folks can ‘help themselves, it being
found from experience that the average buyer prefers to make his own



Dudley Williams lived with his wife Elma in North Park at 3675 31 Street. In 1926, he
commissioned a house at 3594 28" Street from well-known North Park builder Joseph
Kelley. This was Dudley Williams’ home for the final 20 years of his life, at which time he

selections. Only nationally advertised and high-grade goods are on the
shelves, prices are right and strict sanitation prevails. It was only two
months after the first store was opened at 1040 Seventh Street, in
October 1922, that Store No. 2 was opened at Thirtieth and University,
the following December. Then came store No. 3 at Fifth and University in
July, 1924, followed by No. 4 at Copeland and University in December of
the same year. Now comes the opening of Store No. 5 ... PIGGLY
WIGGLY, grateful for past and present patronage, will continue to boost
for San Diego, grow as the city grows, and give the public the same
honest, efficient service that has won for it the enviable reputation it now
enjoys.”

was the proprietor of 24 markets.

The Piggly Wiggly website, www.pigglywiggly.com, says Saunders’ reason for choosing
the intriguing name for his store “remains a mystery; he was curiously reluctant to
explain its origin. One story is that he saw from a train window several little pigs
struggling to get under a fence, and the rhyming name occurred to him then.” This story
was related in an April 4, 1925 news article headlined “STORE NAMED BECAUSE OF

PIGGIES.” The article states:

According to the Piggly Wiggly website, Piggly Wiggly’s introduction of self-service
grocery shopping revolutionized the grocery industry. Among many modern

“Many persons wonder how Piggly Wiggly stores got their name. Here’s
the explanation! The founder first originated the scheme of doing away
with clerks so as to reduce cost and enable purchasers to buy more
cheaply. Then he conceived the idea of having a turnstile leading into
aisles which would convey the customers through all parts of the store so
that they would pass every variety of article in the establishment,
conveniently placed on shelves . . . a name was next in order. Since the
presence of people strolling through the winding aisles suggested little
piggies wiggling through fences in search of food, the name Piggly Wiggly
came to mind. This was decided upon deliberately to make people laugh
and put them in good humor. It was figured that because of the
unusualness of the name it would impress itself upon the minds of men
and women and that their curiosity would be aroused to see the inside of
the store and make purchases in it. How successfully the psychological
plan worked out is best demonstrated by the presence of hundreds of
thousands of Piggly Wiggly customers who refuse to deal anywhere else.”

conveniences, the store was the first to:

Provide checkout stands

Price mark every item in the store

Use refrigerated cases to keep produce fresher longer

Design and use patented fixtures and equipment throughout the store

Franchise independent grocers to operate under the self-service method of food

merchandising



So thank Clarence Saunders and Dudley D. Williams for initiating a more efficient way to
grocery shop. With all the time you save, you can do this Piggly Wiggly Cross-Word
Puzzle from 1925 (sorry, no prizes remain, however).

e s

~--Cmss- Word Puzzleﬁo“m e

N ey
Y “PIGGLY. W IGGLY R |
CI'OSS"‘ U U ord I UZZle
T-=""""""Solve this Grocery Puzzle and Win @ Prize =
Horizontal No. G is “‘RIT""~Now go to it! ;
ERTICAL : “=7 ° HORIZONTAL
2 Rind of powder | 1 l Iz ]“3 ’4 ’ 1--Often talees the "
sold in Piggly - Flsce of coffes.
Wiggly - Btores. Y 3—Made Hood
4—First word .n River famous.
this bupiness. b--Ulod at” cheak.
5—g ometimes pounter—"

cases,
12—Packed wwool
and sour.
13—Not edible nn-
n til cured—
grown in Cali-
’ fornis.

nda just

v o lenge Butter each. LS e A < o

priahies,

gt answers, 83-0z. Jar of  solution will count fn case of tiss. The decision of A
oy Next 10 correct » 8% fudges will be final. mnmrwmw‘munmm iy
wwn | | Gold Medal Mayonnaise each. AT, Baiter vk P s A
JE g TN - ; ’ .

troublesome in
gereals.
6—Kind of bread.
~ 9—S8lang _for 1111-1

10—First word of &
Scottish musi-
cal instrument.
11—N e c assary to
clean glass

186—Rhymes with -
Wrigley—asame
['4 :.ir den in
p .

20—A k?l nd of

pickle.
21—A pitcher and

made of paper,
8—A weapon.

l'l'—!'ood s st
without it —
\VOr. . .

PRIZES

22—Fish egg.

First 5 correct answers, 3-lb. can of
M. J. B. Coffee each.

Next 5 correct answers, 10-lb. sack of
Sugar each.

Next 10 correct answers, 1 Ib. of Chal-

0t ‘ PR TRy v H

Addn‘ﬂﬂ O i -I.l.-- a .-tli. :;‘"" . .._.._. e’

WIGGQLY. OUontest closes with the closlng of Btore

, 6—Never say dye, | -

L a!!entll.‘

You wﬂ.‘l find the answers on the shalves of PIOULY. ... 'j:l

- Store Nc{) 1

Store No..2

Thirtieth and
University

Fifth and -
Univerlity

1040 Seventh
Street _

Store N O'w 3




